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Donard  Lodge, 

W  ALTON, 

Liverpool, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sefton  Rural  District  Council. 


2'2nd  Februaryy  1904^. 


Gentlemen, 


I  herewith  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1903. 


Birth  Bate 


Population 


Death  Rate 


During  the  past  year  325  births  have  been  registered  in  the  District 
(180  of  Males  and  145  of  Female),  as  against  295  during  1902.  The 
Birth  Bate  for  the  year  is  28‘8,  as  against  28'2  in  1902  and  26'7  in 
1901,  and  is  above  the  average  of  the  past  seven  years. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  of  the  District  as  11,260,  an  increase 
for  the  year  of  988,  due  again  to  the  large  number  of  new  houses 
erected  in  Fazakerley  and  Orrell. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  registered  as  occurring  in  the 
District  192  deaths.  Fifty-four  died  in  the  Liverpool  City  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases,  and  of  these  49  belonged  to  other  districts,  and  12 
persons  belonging  to  this  District  died  in  public  institutions  not  our 
own,  leaving  a  net  number  of  deaths  to  account  for  in  my  returns  of 
155.  This  gives  a  Death  Kate  of  13'7  for  the  year,  as  against  14’2 
and  13'4  in  1902  and  1901  respectively.  The  decrease  in  the  rate  as 
compared  with  1902  is  small,  but  satisfactory,  considering  the  large 
amount  of  Infection  and  our  proximity  to  the  City  of  Liverpool  and 
Borough  of  Bootle. 


Infant  Death  Bate  The  Death  Kate  of  Infants  per  1,000  born  is  138'4. 

Zymotic  Death  Bate  The  Death  Kate  from  the  principal  Infectious  Diseases  is  0’9,  a 

very  small  rate  considering  the  number  of  Infectious  cases  notified. 

Cases  notified  The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  to  me  during  the  year  are 

under  Compulsory  p  ,, 

Notification  Act  RS  follows  : — 
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Distribution  of 
Infectious  Cases 


Cases  treated  in 
Hospital 


Aintree 


Orrell  and  Ford 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  distributed  as  follows 
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The  Infectious  Diseases  show  a  considerable  increase,  but  this  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  all  our  new  population  being  housed  on  the 
boundaries  of  Liverpool  and  Bootle,  both  of  which,  I  think,  will  also 
have  had  an  increase  of  notifications. 


Twenty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Lever,  6  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  24  of 
Small-Pox  were  treated  in  Hospital;  seven  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
were  treated  in  our  own  small  Isolation  Hospital  at  Kirby.  One  case 
of  Scarlet  Fever  was  treated  in  the  Bootle  Hospital,  the  remaining  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  cases  of  Small-Pox  and  Diphtheria  were  sent 
to  the  Liverpool  City  Hospitals  for  treatment,  according  to  our  usual 
arrangement  as  regards  the  Townships  individually. 

Of  the  Infectious  Diseases  notified  here,  5  Scarlet  Fever,  3  Diphtheria, 
and  the  Small-Pox  cases  were  removed  to  the  Liverpool  Hospitals  for 
treatment. 

This  Village  is  now  entirely  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool 
mains,  and  nothing  calls  for  particular  comment. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  5  of  Small-Pox,  and  26  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  sent  to  Bootle  Hospital, 
2  to  Kirkby  Hospital,  and  5  to  Liverpool  Hospital,  and  the  5  cases  of 
Small-Pox  to  Liverpool  Hospital. 
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Thornton  and 
Ince  Blundell 


Sefton,  Netherton, 
and  Lunt 


Sefton,  Netherton, 
and  Lunt 
Water  supply 


Kirkby 


Kirkhy 

Sewage  disposal 


Kirkby 

Infectious  Hospital 


West  Derby  Rural 
and  Croxteth 


Nearly  all  the  cases  notified  were  again  from  that  portion  of  the 

Township  known  as  '‘Klondyke,”  and  as  63  new  houses  have  been 
erected  here  during  the  year,  and  practically  all  occupied,  this  place  is 
assuming  the  proportion  of  a  town,  and  naturally  an  increase  of  infection 
may  be  reckoned  on. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Diphtheria  occurred  here. 
The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  removed  to  Liverpool  for  treatment.  These 
Townships  are  purely  agricultural,  and  never  cause  much  trouble  as  to 
their  Sanitary  arrangements. 

One  case  of  Small-Pox,  4  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  3  of  Diphtheria 
comprise  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  this  group  of  Townships. 
The  case  of  Small-Pox,  which  occurred  at  Netherton,  was  sent  to 

Liverpool  City  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  recovered. 

Several  samples  of  water  from  this  District  have  been  analysed 
during  the  year,  and  as  usual  pronounced  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
However,  my  Council  have  now  practically  resolved  to  put  the  Liverpool 
water  over  all  the  Townsliips,  and  this,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  will  settle 

this  vexed  question,  which  has  been  a  great  source  of  anxiety  to  me 

ever  since  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  your  Medical  Officer. 

Two  cases  of  Small-Pox,  3  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  here.  The  Small-Pox  cases  which  were  in  the  same  house  and 
family  were  treated  at  the  Liverpool  Hospital  and  1  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  at  Kirkby  Hospital. 

The  Septic  tank  for  Kirkby  Park  Sewage  is  doing  its  work  very  well, 
and  no  complaints  have  lately  reached  me. 

The  Cottage  Hospital  was  open  from  28th  January  to  20th  April, 
and  7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  in  it. 

Two  cases  of  Small-Pox,  3  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2  of  Diphtheria  and  1 
of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  here.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  belonged 
to  Liverpool  and  was  sent  to  Liverpool  Hospital,  the  other  cases  being 
sent  to  Kirkby  Hospital.  The  cases  of  Small-Pox  were  sent  to  the 
Liverpool  Hospital. 

This  is  a  very  wide  and  scattered  Township  and  many  complaints 
of  small  Nuisances  have  been  received,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
the  contamination  of  Dey’s  Brook  and  Mab  Lane  Brook.  Both  these  are 
now  in  hand,  and  I  hope  will  shortly  be  put  in  a  satisfactory  state. 
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Fazakerley 


Coirimon  Nuisances 


The  Ash-pits  and  Middens  have,  as  heretofore,  been  emptied  by 
contract,  and  the  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

This  now  daily  increasing  Township  is  a  most  important  one,  bordering 
as  it  does  on  the  City  of  Liverpool,  and  containing  such  large  establish¬ 
ments  as  the  Cottage  Homes,  Jam  Works,  and  the  City  of  Liverpool 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  With  none  of  these  establishments  have  I 
any  fault  to  find  as  regards  their  Sanitary  condition ;  all  are  well 
administered  and  drained,  and  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool 
mains. 

The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  most  numerous  here,  as, 
considering  its  size  and  population,  one  would  naturally  expect,  and 
included  13  of  Small-Pox,  26  of  Scarlet  Fever,  7  of  Diphtheria  and  2 
of  Enteric  Fever.  All  the  cases  of  Small-Pox,  1  of  Diphtheria,  and  2 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  in  the  Liverpool  Hospitals,  and  2  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Kirkby  Hospital.  The  outbreak  of  Small-Pox  will 
be  further  commented  upon  in  a  later  portion  of  this  report. 

During  the  year  the  following  Euisances  have  been  dealt  with,  under 
the  supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Notices  served  and  work  done  as  follows — 

Ashpits  roofed  over  and  rendered  impervious  ...  ...  14 

Defective  and  blocked  drains  opened  and  repaired  ...  42 

Offensive  ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  cesspools  and  ashpits  emptied  and  cleansed  ...  12 

Sewage  diverted  from  ditches  to  cesspools  and  overflow 
from  cesspools  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Back  passages  flagged  and  channelled  ...  ...  ...  10 

Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  and  filth  removed  ...  15 

Nuisances  from  keeping  pigs  abated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  to  strip  houses  and  wash  with  disinfectants  after 
infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

245 


Nineteen  complaints  of  Nuisances  were  received  from  the  public, 
and  the  necessary  steps  taken  for  their  abatement. 

The  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  relation  to  Nuisances,  &c.,  was  578,  and  in  relation  to  Infectious 
Diseases  220. 
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Common  Lodging 
Houses 


Dairies,  Cow-sheds, 
and  Milk-shops 


Factories  and 
W  orkshops 


Summary 


Coi)ies 


Forms 


Disinfection  of 
Bedding,  &c. 


The  few  common  Lodging  Houses  which  exist  in  the  District  are 
all  situated  in  West  Derby  Eural,  and  they  have  been  periodically 
inspected.  Suspicion  of  over-crowding  arose  in  two  instances,  but  upon 
inspection  was  found  to  be  groundless,  and  generally  the  houses  are 
fairly  well  kept. 

The  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops  are  all  kept  in  a  good  and  clean 
condition.  At  least  800  cubic  feet  per  animal  is  being  provided,  under 
your  regulation,  in  all  new  Cow-sheds ;  but  several  of  the  old  ones 
leave  room  for  improvement  as  regards  the  height  of  ceilings,  window 
space,  paving,  and  drainage. 

Only  two  Factories  are  situated  in  the  District,  and  these  have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  been  found. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Workshops  have  been  systematically  inspected, 
and  all  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

A  heavy  year  as  regards  Infectious  Diseases,  the  most  alarming  of 
which  was  the  outbreak  of  Small-Pox.  Twenty-four  cases  occurred,  all 
imported  from  Liverpool,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained;  and  when  we 
consider  that  we  are  practically  a  portion  of  Liverpool  and  Bootle,  as 
regards  Fazakerley  and  Orrell,  respectively,  I  think  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  on  escaping  as  well  as  we  did,  when  the  large  Liverpool 
Epidemic  was  raging.  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to 
you  how  obliging,  prompt,  and  courteous  the  Liverpool  Health  Officers 
were  in  taking  these  cases  into  Hospital  and  in  using  their  endeavours 
to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  Disease. 

The  Townships  of  Fazakerley  and  Orrell  are  daily  increasing  in  size  and 
population,  and  for  a  Eural  District  such  as  ours  are  almost  unwieldy, 
and  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  City  of  Liverpool  for  their  assistance 
in  disinfecting,  &c.  These  Townships  practically  require  Hospital  and 
Disinfecting  apparatus  of  their  own. 

I  am  as  usual,  in  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  Acts, 
sending  copies  of  this  Eeport  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Printed  forms  filled  up  on  New  Principle  I.  to  IV.,  of  Births,  Deaths 
and  New  Cases  of  Sickness,  are  herewith  appended. 

Disinfection  of  Bedding,  &c.,  as  arranged,  has  been  most  satisfactorily 
carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  Health  Committee. 
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DisSt  closing  this  Keport  the  District  is  in  a  good  Sanitary 

condition,  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  Whooping  Cough  being 
the  only  diseases  of  an  Infectious  nature  calling  for  comment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CHARLES  BRADSHAl,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  &c. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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